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SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISSER MEETS HEADS OF MISSION 

REF: NEW DELHI 4592 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE CONTINUED HIS MINISTRY'S 
EFFORTS TO EMPHASIZE THE THEME OF CONTINUITY IN 
INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY WHEN HE MET WITH HEADS OF 
MISSION IN NEW DELHI ON THE EVENING OF MARCH 3 1 . 

2. MUCH OF WHAT VAJPAYEE SAID WAS UNEXCEPTIONAL. 

HE STARTED EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF DEMOCRACY 
IN INDIA. THEN IN RAPID SUCCESSION HE COMMENTED 
ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY ALONG 
THE FOLLOWING LINES. FOREIGN POLICY HAD NOT BEEN AN 
ISSUE IN THE ELECTIONS. FOR A LONG TIME THERE HAD 
BEEN A CONSENSUS IN INDIA REGARDING THE NATION'S 
POLICY OF NONALIGNMENT WHICH CONTINUED. INDIA INTENDED 
TO COOPERATE IN AREAS OF TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT WITH 
OTHER UNDERDEVELOPED CUNTRIES. IT WOULD GIVE PRIORITY 
TO ITS RELATIONS WITH ITS NEIGHBORS. "COOPERATION, 

NOT CONFRONTATION, IS THE WATCH WORD." INDIA AND ITS 
NEIGHBORS SHOULD NOT USE THEIR RESOURCES FOR ARMS BUT 
SHOULD EMPLOYEE THEM FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THEIR PEOPLE. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THEY SHOULD SOLVE DISPUTES WITH NEIGHBORS. INDIA 
WISHED TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 

IT HAD IMPORTANT ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE 
NATIONS OF WEST AFRICA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA. ITS 
RELATIONS WERE GOOD WITH THE COUNTRIES OF EASTERN 
EUROPE AND INDIA RECEIVED VARIOUS BENEFITS FROM 
THOSE COUNTRIES. INDIA'S RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES 
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OF WESTERN EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA WERE "REWARDING" 
AND INDIA DESIRED THAT THOSE RELATIONS BE "MMORE 
PURPOSEFUL." INDIA HOPED THERE COULD BE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE DEVELOPED AND UNDERDEVELOPED WORLD AND 
PROGRESS TOWARD A NEW ECONOMIC ORDER. THERE HAS BEEN 
IMPORTANT CHANGE IN INDIA WHICH IS NOW BOTH A DEMO- 
CRACY AND AN OPEN SOCIETY. 

3. THE NEW FOREIGH MINISTER SPOKE EXTEMPORANEOUSLY, 
CHOOSING HIS WORDS WITH CARE, AND SPEEAKING WITH 
PRECISION AND STYLE. IT WAS AN IMPRESSIVE FIRST 
PERFORMANCE, AS WE UNDERSTAND WAS HIS INFORMAL 
DISCUSSION WITH FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS THE PREVIOUS 
DAY. 

4. IN A BRIEF PRIVATE CONVERSATION VAJJPAYEE, WHOM 

THE CHARGE HAS KNOWN PREVIOUSLY, SPOKE WARMLY OF THE 
NEWS, AS PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS HERE, THAT A NEW 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR WOULD BE COMING TO INDIA. THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER AND CHARGE AGREED THAT THEY WOULD 
GET TOGETHER SOON AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE NON- 
ALIGNED COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETINGS TO BE HELD 
IN NEW DELHI NEXT WEEK. 

SCHNEIDER 
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